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History of what we know about Galactic Structure.

The concept of the 'Milky Way' go back to prehistoric times
(skies were darker then). Certainly Ancient Greeks noted it.
No concept of distance to the stars, or that the

Milky Way was stars.

1600: Galileo resolved Milky Way into individual stars.
1800: Hershel did systematic star counts in the Milky Way.
1917: Shapley mapped system of Globular Clusters.

1930s- 1960s Oort, many others began applying theory to
observations, two components disk and bulge/halo become std.






